
 

 

Did you know?
• Most Victorian homes have a less than 2 Star  

energy performance rating. By contrast,  
new homes are required to meet a 5 Star rating.

• You can both cut energy costs and improve your home’s 
safety by having your gas appliances regularly serviced.

• You should start talking to your plumber before your 
existing hot water system breaks down, so you’re ready  

to replace it with a solution that best suits you. 

• An airconditioner will run most efficiently if you set  
your thermostat to a higher but comfortable level in 

summer. For every 1 degree you increase your thermostat  
by, you can save around 10% on running costs.

• Typically, 51% of the water used in a home is  
used in the bathroom.

• A 7 minute shower with an inefficient showerhead  
uses up to 98 litres of water but a 4 minute shower  

with a water efficient showerhead uses 36 litres. 

• An average Australian household generates  
14 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions p.a.

• You can make large reductions in your carbon footprint 
and energy bills by replacing old energy-intensive heaters. 
Government incentives can help you upgrade, depending  

on the heating you’re replacing.

• An old single flush toilet can use up to 11 litres  
every flush, a water efficient half flush can use  

as little as 3 litres.

point in making your  
    home efficient?

The point is that on many levels we’re making real savings. We all readily equate  
a leaking tap with wasting money and get the plumber in, but plumbers can do 
so much more which can really affect that water or energy bill. Plumbers are also 
responsible for space heating, water heating, air conditioning, gas cooking, water 
supply, stormwater and wastewater in homes.

Getting your home to operate efficiently will save you serious dollars, it’s so easy.  
So let’s get started right now! 

New homes in Victoria are currently required to meet a 5 Star rating and many new 
homes now surpass this. From May 2011 new homes will be required to meet a six  
star rating. On the whole, older homes aren’t energy efficient; in fact most have a  
2 Star or less energy performance rating due to their age and design.

It’s often not practical to upgrade the structure of an existing home, but energy  
and water efficiency can be improved through small upgrades that bring big  
benefits and that means big savings.

The PlumbSmarter in my home service can help you take the first step today. 

Your plumber is the key to saving money and at the same 

time helping the planet by reducing your greenhouse gas 

emissions. When you decide to ‘PlumbSmarter’, you’re 

saying yes to not only saving the environment but also 

having more cash for the things you really want. 

A government initiAtive

Plumbing Industry Commission
733 Bourke Street, Docklands VIC 3008
www.pic.vic.gov.au  1300 815 127

Plumbers’ delivery of the 
PlumbSmarter in my home 
service is sponsored by:

Additional information about  
sustainability and plumbing is  
available from: 

www.makeyourhomegreen.vic.gov.au 
www.sustainability.vic.gov.au
www.savewater.com.au 
www.saveenergy.vic.gov.au
www.resourcesmart.vic.gov.au 
www.energyrating.gov.au
www.waterrating.gov.au 
www.pic.vic.gov.au
www.ata.org.au 
www.mefl.com.au
www.target155.vic.gov.au



What is the ‘PlumbSmarter in my home’ service?

This looks at all your appliances  
and your systems (the parts you don’t  
see behind the walls and under the house)  
and works out what is best for you and your family.

This might include advice on what kind of hot water system 
to upgrade to when your old unit breaks down, or options like 
connecting your rainwater tank to your laundry and toilets. 

While your plumber is conducting the condition report they 
may also be able to perform simple energy and water saving 
actions around your home for free depending on the individual 
circumstances of your property, such as installing free high  
quality water efficient showerheads, and adjusting the thermostat 
on your hot water system, as they are typically set too high.

Your plumber will also provide you  
with a free green retrofit pack, which  
will have further information on sustainability,  
plumbing and incentives for adopting green upgrades.

The service call is offered absolutely free. 

If you would like to undertake any of the recommendations made 
in your green plumbing condition report you should discuss the cost 
of the work with your plumber.
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A free green 
plumbing  
condition report.

A free green 
retrofit pack.

What does the PlumbSmarter 
in my home service cost?

take advantage 
of the free 

services  
on offer!

It’s a service by your plumber who will 
provide three things:
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Look for an Australian energy rating 
label before purchasing any appliance 

Don’t let your  
choice of appliances  
or old appliances burn up  
your energy and your money!


