
Consider choosing plants that need little water.   Australian 
natives are diverse, attractive and water-wise.   A correctly 
planted native plant garden is less reliant on water, more 
suited to tough drought conditions and will save you money 
on your water account. 

Native plants grow well in most south-west soils without the 
need for additives.   If you need more top soil, try to use local 
or similar soil types.   If this is not possible, ensure you mix 
new soil thoroughly with the old.    This will put less stress on 
the plants as they grow.   Make sure the soil is well drained 
by building up your garden bed or by providing underground 
drainage. 

www.wannonwater.com.au

Save Water•	
Save Work•	
Save Money•	
Help Protect the Environment•	

Here are a few tips for maintaining native plants:
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Avoid digging the surrounding soil, as this can disturb
the roots.

Most native plants require little to no fertiliser.

A good thick mulch will improve the garden’s health.

Native plants need more water in their first year. 
It’s best to plant in autumn so they are well established 
by summer.   If you do plant natives in summer, they will 
require more frequent watering.

Native plants tend not to need stakes.   A plant can 
become dependent on the stake and will eventually fall 
over once the stake is removed.

Regular pruning (not below the leaf line) will produce a 
more compact shape. 
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Ask your local nursery for more 
information on native plants.   
Often smaller plants will outgrow 
larger, more established plants, and 
your nursery can provide further 
advice on this.    Your nursery can 
also advise on how to make the 
best use of your property’s natural 
features (dark and sunny areas, 
seepage lines and fence lines, etc. ). 

Attracts birdlife / insectsOnly available at certain timesJAN

Establish a Native
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Ground Cover & Small Plants

Acacia glaucoptera•	
Banksia blechnifolia•	
Banksia spinulosa ‘Dwarf ’•	 JAN

Banksia spinulosa ‘Birthday Candles’•	
Brachyscome	multifida•	
Bracteantha bracteata - Paper Flower•	

for a more comprehensive list
visit www.wannonwater. com. au

For further information visit
www.wannonwater.com.au
or call 1300 926 666

Small Shrubs

Acacia myrtifolia•	  
Correa	reflexa•	  (all forms)
Crowea	exalata•	  - Star Flower

JAN Eremophila glabra•	  - Emu Bush
Leucophyta brownie•	  - Cushion Bush
Westringia glabra•	  - Coastal Rosemary

Background Shrubs & Small Trees

Acmena smithii•	  - Lilly Pilly
Banksia integrifolia•	

    - Coast Banksia
Banksia praemorsa•	

    (both red & yellow) JAN

Eucalyptus•	  (Corymbia)	ficifolia
    - Red Flowering Gum
Kunzea	baxteri	•	 - Bottlebrush
Leptospermum •	 ‘Copper Glow’

    - Tea Tree

Climbers

Clematis microphylla•	  Hardenbergia •	 ‘Happy Wanderer’
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Soil

Reduce grassed areas

Watering your Plants
Test the soil to see if your plants need watering.
Push your finger into the soil.   Your plant doesn’t need 
watering if the soil beneath the surface feels damp and 
sticks to your finger. 

Improve your soil with organic matter before you 
plant.  Use household compost or organic matter 
to improve plant growth, reduce the need for 
fertiliser, conserve water and decrease
garden maintenance.  

Use at least 75mm of mulch to reduce evaporation by 
up to 70%.   Well-mulched plants only require water 
occasionally in summer and rarely in winter.   Mulch also 
discourages weed growth.  Keep the mulch clear of tree 
trunks or plant stems.  Top up your mulch in autumn, 
spring and summer, and when planting any new plants. 

Install a rainwater tank or greywater system to water 
your garden. 

Give your plants a deep watering but less frequently.
This will encourage a good root system and will reduce 
the chance of salts building up and contaminating
your soil. 

Grass is a very high water user.  Plant groundcovers 
or increase paved family areas to reduce the amount 
of grassed areas in your garden. 

Pruning
Seek advice from your local 
nursery about the best time for 
pruning shrubs.  Generally, pruning 
should be undertaken immediately 
after flowering.  Plants pruned 
after spring will usually require 
more water during summer. 

Using large amounts of strong 
fertilisers can result in 
plants that need more 
water and are more 
susceptible to insect 
and fungal attack. 

It is better to surround 
your plants with an enriched, 
mulched soil and to use a natural 
fertiliser, such as manure, in moderation. 

Don’t over-fertilise!

Savewater.com.au provides a range of detailed plans 
for gorgeous gardens that adopt best practice water 
conservation methods. 

more info at www.wannonwater.com.au

Group your plants together 
according to their needs
(i. e.  amount of sunlight 
required, recommended soil 
type, water required, etc. ) and 
replace high water use plants 
with water-wise plants.  

Place wind-hardy plants on the 
exposed side so they will form 
a windbreak and protect
your garden. 

Plan your Garden

Watering during the day results 
in higher levels of evaporation.  
Under Permanent Water Saving 
Measures you must attach a 
trigger nozzle when using a hose 
and only use watering systems 
between 8pm and 10am.*

* PLEASE NOTE:
Other garden watering rules apply 
for towns under water restrictions. 

A thick layer of mulch will help 
your soil retain moisture, attract 
earthworms, discourage weed 
growth and prevent erosion. 

Trees, shrubs and colourful 
flowers are an essential part of 
an attractive garden.  But you 
don’t need a lot of water to 
make your garden look beautiful. 

Here are a few simple ways to 
reduce the amount of water you 
use in the garden... 


